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DOMINICANS GET 
PATROL VESSEL 

Armed Boat Transferred 
by U.S., in Ceremony 


A sleek 85-foot aluminum 
patrol boat, fully armed with 
.50 caliber machine guns, was 
transferred Tuesday by the 
United States Navy to the gov- 
ernment of the Dominican Re- 
public in ceremonies at the 
Berwick yards of the Sewart 
Seacraft Division of Teledyne 
Inc. 

In accepting the vessel, Capt. 
Nestor J. Gonzales Diaz, direc- 
tor of the Dominican Naval 
Academy, said it will be used 
on 24-hour patrol against infil- 
trators who, Gonzales said, 
“are attempting to disrupt our 
economy, our peace of mind, 
and our freedom.” 

Capt. R. J. Leuschner, USN, 
supervisor of shipbuilding, con- 
version and repair for the 
Eighth Naval District, signed 
the official documents of trans- 
fer after first accepting the 
vessel from Kenneth Hidalgo, 
vice-president and general man- 
ager of Sewart Seacraft. 

The boat is one of several 
85-footers Sewart has built for 
the federal government under 
the Military Assistance Pro- 
gram to friendly foreign na- 
tions. 

Capt. Gonzales s a j d the 
Dominican Republic’s 900-mile 
coastline presents a constant 
problem of surveillance and 
that the new boat will be placed 
on immediate duty when it ar- 
rives in Dominican waters. 

A crew of Dominican officers 
and sailors began living aboard 
the boat Monday evening and 
will sail it home by way of Key 
West, Fla. 

The vessel is constructed en- 
tirely of aluminum, is com- 
pletely air conditioned, and is 
fitted out for extended cruising. 
Living accommodations for 12 
include an officers’ ward room 
and a fully equipped electric 
galley. There is a complete ar- 
ray of electronic navigational 
and control gear. 

M. A. Fiallo, counsul general 
of the Dominican Republic at 
New Orleans, attended the 
ceremonies. 


